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Subject: Circular on Update of Code Sets, DRG Payment Parameters and Grouper Version — Effective 1 April

2026
To: All parties of the health insurance system in LRI g uall Hlosdll doghiio «_él,bi &o>:dl
the Emirate of Dubai (Providers, Health ;%,aaajl C&Aiﬂl Ol deall Slossdl %,a.s.aa)
Insurance Companies, Third-Party Jd o ) Traall (elbawglly OldUaoll 3ls] S sdls
Administrators (TPAs) & Brokers) permitted by oleddl Sleiy blis éi dusylony (3 3 dnall i
DHA to perform any activity related to health 33 85le] ‘:2 uall
insurance in Dubai.
Dubai Health Authority extends its sincere thanks g paddly ,Sadl Gally 35 g donll L pa335
and appreciation to all its strategic partners in the doghiing dunall dsle )l Jloo 3 Ol LSSy
field of health care and the health insurance system A8 3 Uoduall p2394>9 pailonlunl Ll Hlasll
for their contribution and efforts in providing better &ainall 1,83 J.Aéi do &ley
health care to members of the community.
Based on the responsibilities assigned to the Dubai 33 3 dowall dingy dbginll Slolaisdl JI TsLiaol
Health Authority in Dubai, under the following A5 Ol il oo
legislations:

1. Law No. 11 of 2013 concerning Health oleall oliw 2013 &l (11) e Heslall A
Insurance in the Emirate of Dubai, and the A9y 833lall Wilylyallg 33 319 3 t:,>.‘4>.II
resolutions issued thereunder.

2. Law No. (6) of 2018 concerning the Dubai 3 dxall & ol 2018 diwd (6) 8 osilall 2

Health Authority, and its amendments and

the resolutions issued thereunder.

3. Executive Council Resolution No. (16) of

2013 concerning Health Insurance for

Log> g 8yslall Wlylyallg dssliasiy (3D

2013 &l (16) o8y (sigaidll Gulaall 51,3 3
5 degS> abgal Lauall Gualdl ol
L oo 8ysLall eilylyally
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Dubai Government Employees and the

resolutions issued thereunder.

This is to formally notify you of the updates to the
ICD-10-CM, CPT and HCPCS Level Il code sets, as
well as the Diagnosis Related Group (DRG)
payment parameters and DRG grouper version 3.5,

together with their implementation timelines.

1. Code Set Updates

Effective 00:00 on 1 April 2026, all service
providers are mandated to submit claims using the
2024 Code Set versions of ICD-10-CM, CPT and
HCPCS Level Il

Claims with Date of Service (DOS) on or after this
date must use the 2024 versions. Re-submissions,
reconciliations and adjustments for claims with
DOS prior to 1 April 2026 must continue to use the
2021 Code Set versions, regardless of the date of

submission.

The 2024 Code Set versions will be available on
eClaimLink from 00:00 on 1 January 2026, enabling
all stakeholders to complete the necessary system
updates, testing and internal preparations ahead of
the mandatory implementation date mentioned

above.

2. DRG Payment Parameters and Grouper

Version Update

Effective 00:00 on 1 April 2026, DHA will
implement updated DRG payment parameters,

including revised DRG relative weights, updated
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DRG base rate(s), and related payment parameters
On the same date, DHA will introduce the updated
DRG grouper version, which must be used for
grouping all inpatient and day case claims with

dates of service (DOS) on or after 1 April 2026.

Detailed DRG specifications and implementation
guidelines will be published on eClaimLink and
communicated through DHIC channels in advance
of the effective date. All regulated entities are
required to ensure that their systems, contractual
arrangements, workflows, and operational
processes are fully aligned with the updated DRG
configuration prior to the effective date mentioned

above.

3. Orientation and Awareness Sessions

DHIC will conduct orientation sessions to
familiarize stakeholders with the 2024 Code Set
versions and the updated DRG payment parameters
and grouper version. These sessions will support
clarity on technical updates, implementation
expectations and compliance obligations. A
separate notification will be issued specifying the
schedule, format, target audience and registration

details.

The licenses granted to use ICD-10-CM, CPT and
HCPCS Level Il code sets are strictly limited to their
application in health insurance claims processing
within the DHA-regulated environment. This license
does not permit their use for internal HIS platforms
or for clinical documentation of medical records in
electronic or paper form unless explicitly authorized

by AAPC (American Academy Holdings) or the
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official distributer for AMA (American Medical
Association) under separate licensing

arrangements.

This circular outline the regulatory updates that will
apply from 1 April 2026 relating to code sets, DRG

payment parameters and the DRG grouper version.

All regulated entities are required to align their
policies, processes, and contractual agreements,
including payor-provider contracts and operational

systems with the provisions of this circular.

This circular shall take effect from 00:00 on 1 April
2026, and all stakeholders must adhere to its
provisions to avoid violations and associated legal
accountability pursuant to the applicable laws and

regulations of the Emirate of Dubai and DHA.

This circular is designed for regulatory procedures
that must be adhered to by those concerned and
should not be used as content for media
publication. In the event of a violation of this, legal

action will be taken.

For more information, kindly send an email to

Email address: DHIC-DRGProject@dha.gov.ae

With Regards - DHA
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*Note: Should any discrepancy arise between the Arabic and English texts in this circular, the Arabic text shall prevail
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